
Intersections

I work at the intersections of theological ethics and 
disability studies with an appreciation of Trinitarian 
anthropology. I explore how each instance of human 

being qualifies as a subject revealing who God is to 
us. When each person is thus known, no person can 
be dismissed or stigmatized without offending God 
in whose image each is created. As the myth(s) of 
the independent self-made moral agent explode, I 

expose the privileged ignorance of 
hetero/white/able-bodied/able-minded hegemony in 

order to honor diversity and to consider the 
variable conditions of dependence, often radical, 

that every being experiences over the course of a 
life. Instead of excluding the non-privileged “other,” 
practices of inclusion –solidarity, participation, the 
preferential option, holistic care, and the common 

good—unmask the scandalous history of exclusion. 
Welcoming diversity corrects as well expressions of 

oppression that the overwhelming majority of 
people have experienced at the behest of a dominant 

minority.
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Kaleidoscopic Fecund Diversity:
the hallmark of God’s revelation to 

humankind and of God’s palette for all 
creatures and all things great and small.

On this side of the Big Bang and post 
gravitational settlement of our solar 

system, Earth was ordered to bring forth 
life. In this domain, strata of biological 

organization have defied uniformity with 
a decidedly confirmed propensity, if not 

preference, for difference. From 
taxonomies of kingdom to phylum, class, 
family, and genus, Creation thus follows 

an outward trajectory characterized 
quintessentially by diversity.

Examples of diversity abound, consider:

Diatoms 
20,000-2 million taxa of this single cell 

photosynthetic algae (oxygen 
producing/25-40% of the air we 

breathe), found in sediment, puddles, 
and fresh and salt water: the most 

diverse protists on earth
https://diatoms.org/what-are-diatoms

… and Trees, Flowers, Fruits, Non-
human Animals, Human Beings …

Human Beings –each of us different, all of 
us equal in dignity and stature before God 

regardless (perhaps because) of the 
diversity that is axiomatic in physical 
features, functioning capabilities, and 
the lack of or opportunities to thrive. 

Among the broad categories of  diversity 
present in humankind are sex, gender, 

race, ethnicity, and abilities/disabilities.

Diversity is the principal context 
informing this Trinitarian approach to 

theological anthropology and upon which 
I develop a theological ethics of radical 

dependence. Diatoms epitomize the 
diversity of algae that I offer here as 

illustrative of God’s kaleidoscopic 
imaginary regarding all of Creation 

including humankind to expose thereby 
the absurdity of abuse and insult 

inflicted upon people whose expressions 
of diversity is challenged by the social 

construction of norms and by the 
dominant community that enforce them.Disciplines

Systematic Theology
Theological Anthropology
Disability Studies
Catholic Social Teaching
Theological Ethics Interlocutors

Scripture
Aquinas –Trinity, Virtue, Common Good

L.S. Cahill –Global Perspectives
N. Eiesland –The Disabled God

M. Farley –Feminist Approaches
M. Foucault –Power

P. Freire -Oppression
E. Goffman –Stigma

E. Johnson –Functional Symbols
A. Kafer –Queer and Crip

J.F. Keenan –Relationality, Virtue
C.M. LaCugna –Trinity

T. Massaro –Catholic Social Ethics
B. Massingale –Racial Justice

M. Nussbaum –Capabilities
H.J. Stiker –Disability History

E. Townes –Womanist Ethics
P. Trible –Biblical Rhetoric

S. Wendell –Feminist Theory of Disability
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