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This poster presents a decade’s work of the African Christian Initiation Programme to support early 

adolescents to transition childhood to adulthood with character values – with unwavering hope that 

African identity will be value-based.  The work started with humble attempts to address Gender 

Based Sexual Violence on Moi University, Main Campus, Eldoret by a group of researchers.  The 

efforts developed into doctoral research on Gender, Youth Sexuality and the Role of the Church in 

Kenya.  In the recommendations of the doctoral thesis, we challenged the Catholic Church to provide 

ethical leadership for the next generation by networking with other segments of society to establish 

initiation programs. One year after the doctoral programme, we decided to implement the idea now 

that the Church seemed hesitant.  The poster the findings of an assessment of the African Christian 

Initiation Programme, a character values programme, carried out through 2016-2017, thanks to 

generous grant by the Templeton World Charity Foundation.  Further, we challenge the Catholic 

Church to provide ethical leadership by seizing the opportunity of now to network with the rapidly 

emerging initiation programmes across Africa.  
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 See: www.acipkenya.org  

Early 1990s Ladies to 

Ladies talk to address 

rampant unwanted 

pregnancies, abortion, 

STIs/HIV & stress among 

students at Moi Uni 

PhD on 

Gender, 

Youth 

Sexuality, 

HIV/AIDS & 

the Church in 

Kenya (2003) 

2004: ACIP founded 

Mission: To be a global leader in 

mentoring adolescents with 

values and skills for life 

 
Motto: Choose Life (Deut: 30:15)  

ACIP Assessment (2016-2018) 
 

 Character is formed: ACIP has impact 
on character amidst national moral 
crisis. 

 ACIP Alumni value honesty and respect  
 Kenyans strongly desire national 

values 
 Initiation Rites  accepted as means to 

national identity and character values  
 
 

 
 
 

Appreciation: 
Templeton World 
Charity Foundation Inc. 

 

With ACIP, I chose life (2004 

ACIP Alumni) 

http://www.acipkenya.org/

