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Virtue-based pastoral 
strategies for approaching 
aging and the end of life

Developing a community-based program on 
aging and dying well that integrates 
spirituality, the cultivation of virtues, 
practical planning, and policy analysis.  
Working in collaboration with Dr. Sarah Moses 
of the University of Mississippi

Mercy and the Challenges of Injustice 
Pope Francis calls the church to embrace mercy as a defining characteristic. What tensions arise when one 
attempts to make mercy central in a context marked by social sin?  How does one confront sin and 
injustice in a manner marked by mercy?   Can the principles of graduality and accompaniment be applied 
when engaging people marked profoundly by social sins such as racism?  Can an ethics of mercy bring 
about social change effectively?  If not, should Christians prioritize justice over mercy?  

Ecological Conversion: Personal and 
Social Dimensions
Solidarity is a virtue that holds together the personal and 
social dimension of ecological conversion.  Solidarity 
requires expanding one’s moral concern to include all 
creatures, and committing oneself to protecting and 
developing the common good in ways that facilitate 
human flourishing and the flourishing of ecosystems. 

The Overall Trajectory of my Research:
My earliest research studied the ars moriendi literature and found that the key to dying well is 
cultivating virtues such as patience, compassion, and hope throughout life. My current work in 
this area focuses on further developing a contemporary ars moriendi as well as pastoral 
strategies to support Christians as they age and approach the end of life.   
 
My interests in virtue, moral formation, and the dynamics of conversion and social change led to 
a publication in which I argued that Catholic Social Teaching should be read as a call to embody 
virtues.  In other publications I explored how liturgy can shape the moral imagination, offered a 
review of recent literature on ethnography and ethics, and on the relationship of virtue to 
personal and social transformation.  One project underway uses a virtue-based approach to 
analyze the meaning of ecological conversion for individuals and communities as well as how 
those levels relate to each other.  Another current project unpacks the implications of an ethics 
of mercy for theological approaches to confronting injustice and social sin.
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