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Populism, emotions and religions: a global ethical analysis
Leadership of proposed Virtual Table
Ellen Van Stichel, KU Leuven, Belgium
Suzanne Milligan, Notre Dame University, US
Matthias Nebel, Puebla University, Mexico. 
Language: English
Purpose of proposed virtual table
Starting point for this VT is the global rise of populism, challenging all continents worldwide. However, its concrete appearance and appeal takes place within particular contexts, from leftist to right-wing populism then challenging societies in different ways. Other common feature of populism is its link with emotions: it both thrives on and induces strong emotions among the ‘public’. Furthermore, increasingly it is linked with and tied to religion, be it Christianity in Mexico, the US, Europe and the Philippines or Hinduism in India for instance. Hence this VT’s first purpose is to facilitate a global reflection and collaboration on this issue by sharing its appearance in local contexts. As theological ethicists we consider this not only as an interesting ‘signs of the times’, but we see it as our responsibility develop a common understanding on this timely topic and think of theological ethical responses to it. 
Reporting methodology of the proposed Virtual Table
 VT’s secretaries will not only organise technology and the meeting times, but also they will record notes for each meeting which, in turn, will be shared by the chairs or co-chairs with the global CTEWC planning committee. This might, for instance, become food for the First every 4-6 months.
Duration and meeting frequency
We are envisioning to establish this VT for 18-24 months, with focusing in the first phase on the sharing and developing common understanding, by reading and discussing articles, maybe inviting non-theological ethics etc. as a step to move to a second phase where we think of a common project to put this on the theological-ethical agenda globally (through a publication, conference, …). The frequency as well as the concrete output of the second phase will be decided by the group members once it started.
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