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After 50 Years: Eastern Churches
The Catholic Church is the communion of Churches united in the same faith and Divine Mysteries. Though we can see this model of the Church in the early Christian centuries, due to various reasons the Western Church dominated the whole scenario and the importance and function of the Eastern Churches diminished in the course of time. Western colonization of eastern regions of the world further weakened the existence of the Churches in the East. Later Catholic Church was understood in terms of the Western/Roman Church. Vatican Council II’s attempts to regain the original ecclesiology, that is, a theology of the communion of Individual Churches, is best expressed in the decree Orientalium Ecclesiarum, promulgated on 21 November 1964.
Through this document Vatican Council II declared that the Catholic Church is much more than the Roman Church and what is essential is communion than uniformity. In this document the Church reaffirms the value and stand of the Eastern Churches who have their own ecclesiastical disciplines, theological visions, spiritual traditions and liturgies. 
The March 2014 issue of Asian Horizons proposes to reflect on the Eastern Churches based on Orientalium Ecclesiarum (Decree on the Catholic Eastern Churches).
Suggested topics (only recommendations, not exhaustive):
- Historical Background of the Orientalium Ecclesiarum
- Asian Contribution to the Formation of the Orientalium Ecclesiarum
- Implementation of the Orientalium Ecclesiarum
- Communion Ecclesiology of the Orientalium Ecclesiarum
- Restoration and Renewal of Eastern Liturgies
- Self awareness of the identity of the Eastern Churches
- Restoration of Ecclesiastical Discipline
- Pastoral Care of the Migrants of the Eastern Churches
- Particular Traditions of Eastern Churches
- Synodal System - A Model for the Western Church
- Orientalium Ecclesiarum and Ecumenism
As usual, we welcome other articles on any area of theological interest and research.
Please send your articles (4500-5000 words, including the footnotes) latest by 31 January 2014. Kindly include the abstract of the article in 100-150 words and a short resumè of the author.
Other regular items: “New Scholars”: Abstract of doctoral theses (recently defended and not yet published); book reviews.
For more details: Shaji George Kochuthara (editor-in-chief): kochuthshaji@gmail.com
N.B. Kindly forward this to your friends.
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Themes: 2013-2015
2013: Vol 7
March: After 50 Years: Divine Revelation; Sacred Liturgy 
June: Contemporary Asian Family: Its Crisis and Opportunity
September: After 50 Years: Being a Church in the World
December: Biotechnological Revolution in Asia

2014: Vol 8
March: After 50 Years: Eastern Churches
June: Asia’s Ancient Christian Heritage 
September: After 50 Years: Dialogue with Religions; Dialogue with Other Churches 
December: Migration & Poverty 

2015: Vol 9
March: After 50 Years: Ongoing Renewal of Moral Theology 
June: Asia’s Women Theologians
September: After 50 Years: Apostolate of Lay People; Towards Future
December: Ethics, Theology and Technology
